Tenderloin loses 7 of 17 polling places

Casualties of citywide consolidation to save money

BY RUNE LANGHOFF SORENSEN

HEN voters go to cast their ballot

K K / May 19, some will have to find their

new polling place. Citywide, 153

polling places are being eliminated, seven in
the Tenderloin — down from 17 to 10.

The cut is a consequence of the city’s
budget crisis. Mayor Newsom asked the
Department of Elections to reduce spending
by 12.5%, and this is part of the depart-
ment’s response. The upcoming election
will cost the city $3 million, and consolida-
tion of polling places will save the lion’s
share of the $200,000 in overall savings.

‘I don’t think the voters will notice,”
Charles MacNulty, voter outreach manager,
said. “The only difference is that they have
to vote in a different place. All voters that
have to vote in a new place have been
informed and have received a vote-by-mail
application. Voting by mail is already what
most voters prefer.”

Asked if the Elections Department
prefers mail-in ballots because it is cheaper,
MacNulty said, “We don’t encourage or dis-
courage voters to vote by mail. But the
process is easier, it's more accessible, and
it’s more secure. Also, the decision to vote
or not to vote will be a more conscious deci-
sion, when you have the ballot in your hand
and decline to fill it out or not.” He said he
doesn’t believe the consolidation will affect
voter turnout.

Michael Nulty, first vice president of
Central City Democrats, disagrees.

“I fear that this could be a problem for
elders and people with disabilities if they
have to walk longer to vote. And that could
ultimately lower voter turnout,” he said.

“Also, a lot of people in the Tenderloin
count on working in the elections, so this
will mean a loss of revenue for Tenderloin
residents. For them it's an opportunity to
supplement their already low income.”

MacNulty said Elections does try to
place poll workers near the precinct where
they are registered. “But sometimes we
don’t need any additional poll workers in
that area,” he said. “At that point, we’d place
them outside of their

The polling places for May 19 are:
Firechouse, 1067 Post; Vietnamese Com-
munity Center, 766 Geary; Senior Center,
350 Ellis; Maria Manor, 174 Ellis; Ellis
Gardens Social Room, 666 Ellis; Boeddeker
Park Clubhouse, 240 Eddy; Lighthouse for
the Blind, 214 Van Ness; Hampton Court
Apartments, 378 Golden Gate; Dorothy Day
Communities, 54 McAllister; Eastern Park
Apartments Community Room, 711 Eddy. M

neighborhood or in
the standby pool.
Also, there are other
poll-work staffing
requirements such as
the language ability of
the poll worker.”
Each polling place
closed saves the city
more than $800. The
city pays $150 to rent
each polling place;
three or four clerks get
$125 apiece, and the
polling place inspector
is paid $165. Total:
$815. The seven polling
places eliminated in the
Tenderloin will save
the city up to $5,705.
The consolidation
of polling places will
be kept for the Nov. 3
municipal  election,
MacNulty said, but all
of the normal 561
polling places will be
open for the June

the

Ve
Al
;

2N

RETURN

BOOKS...

...CDS, DVDS...
May 3 -16, 2009

Been avoiding the Library lately because of overdue fines?
Now is your chance to come clean. San Francisco Public
Library is instituting a fine amnesty program fo encourage:
the return of overdue books and materials without penal
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Seven of Tenderloin’s 77
polling places have been consoli-
dated for the May 19 election. The
dotted lines indicate precincis the
Elections Department combined.

STATEWIDE SPECIAL ELECTION
Tuesday, May 19, 2009

sfpl.org/fineamnesty
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Safe from Traffic

People with disabilities, seniors, and
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What's your excuse?
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Sidewalks Keep All of Us

Polls will open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

families with young children use our
sidewalks. Please keep our neighbors safe
and keep cars off the sidewalk.

No on Prop. 1A Rainy Day Budget

Stabilization Fund

Yes on Prop. 1B Education Funding

No on Prop. 1C Lottery Modernization

Sidewalk parking is illegal under CA Vehicle Code Section 22500(f),
and is subject to a $100 fine.If you see a car parked on a sidewalk,

li

Thank you for keeping our neighborhood safe for everyone.

No on Prop. 1D Children’s Services Fund

Mental Health Services !
Funding

No on Prop. 1E

No on Prop. 1F Elected Officials’ Salaries

CentralCityDemocrats@yahoo.com

http://centralcitydemocrats.blogspot.com/ SFMTA | Municos! Transartaton Agercy
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