OBITUARIES
WILLIE LEACH
101 years old, ‘a classy person’
Curry Senior Center nurse Linda Muller
recalled hearing a loud squawk when she went
to care for Willie Leach at the Dalt Hotel. “I

Willie Leach, born in Rosebud, Texas, in
1903, lived at the Dalt for 10 years.

turned around and there was a seagull outside
his window,” she said. “Willie fed a little of his
lunch every day to that gull.” Hers was one of
many memories shared at Mr. Leach’s May 27
memorial at the Dalt, where he had lived for
about 10 years.
Born in Rosebud, Texas, in 1903, Mr. Leach
was orphaned at five, worked as a cook’s assistant in Houston when he was nine, as a
Pullman cook in the 1930s, in the Bay Area
shipyards in the 1940s. When he died in May,
at 101, the centenarian had slowed down. “But
he was still alert, had good mother wit, was still
a gentleman,” said Liz Waddell, his friend of 30
years.
Suzanne, a fellow resident, called Leach “a
unique person. He dressed sharp — I can just
imagine how he broke hearts back in the ’30s
and ’40s.” Added retired nurse Karen Hagen, “I
admired his independence. He took great pride

in his accomplishments, and he’d always show
me his newest outfit. He was a classy person.”
Mr. Leach also was admired by a Dalt construction worker who attended the memorial,
hard hat in hand: “I just knew him a very short
time, when I worked on his floor, but he was
the most kindly gentleman I’ve ever met.”
RICHARD ALLEN WEAVER
lived in Tenderloin over 20 years
“Richard’s [death] has been like a family
affair,” said Father Louis Vitale at the May 19
memorial Mass at St. Boniface Church for
Richard Allen Weaver, who lived in the
Tenderloin for more than 20 years with his
wife, Eleanor. “People have been stopping in to
say how we have lost a neighbor who shared
life with us, who was part of our loving relationships.”
Mr. Weaver died unexpectedly May 13 at
age 44. He was born in Waynesboro, Pa.,
moved to San Francisco in 1972 and married
Eleanor in 1978. He was employed at Pitney
Bowes and later was a security guard, a job that
reflected his character, Father Vitale said. “He
was a good friend. He made people feel cared
for.”
Two dozen friends and relatives attended
the memorial, which concluded with a haunting 12th century chant of “Ave Maria,” sung a
cappella by Pat Groves, a St. Anthony’s
Foundation social worker and musician who
sings regularly at St. Boniface.
GILBERT GONZALES
last home was the Lyric
A side table at the Lyric Hotel held flowers
and a candle for resident Gilbert Gonzales, who
died in early May at age 67. The Rev. Glenda
Hope officiated at a May 12 memorial at the
Lyric, which had been Mr. Gonzales’ home for
about nine months.

Think we collected
6,000 mercury thermometers

PATRICK MANN
marched to his own drummer
Patrick Mann had only lived at the Bristol
Hotel for two months before he died May 9, but
one of the hotel’s social workers said that for at
least five years before that Mr. Mann was homeless and had many friends on the street “where
he loved to play cribbage, had a soft heart for
others, and was well-liked and well-known.”
Originally from the Oklahoma area, Mr.
Mann, who was 56, had nine siblings. One of
his sisters, Karen Johnston, traveled from
Sacramento to attend the May 27 memorial,
which was held in an empty hotel room on the
Bristol’s third floor. On a table were flowers,
pictures and Mr. Mann’s cremains.
Several people mentioned Mr. Mann’s love
of animals, even hotel cats.

Bristol resident Patrick Mann was
“well-liked and well-known.”

“I remember he once brought home a bobcat when we were young,” Johnston said.
Mostly, she said candidly, she had few pleasant
memories of her brother, who had been “in
prison or on the streets, and out of my life. I
came today because he was sick and alone,
and I believe family have a responsibility to
each other. [This] has given me the opportunity for the healing I needed.”
She thanked the people in the room for
coming. “I might not be grieving for him, but I
feel profound sadness,” she said. “He chose his
life as he wanted it to be — he’s always been
colorful, and marched to his own drummer
early on.”
— MARJORIE BEGGS

for our health?

SUPPORT THE FAITHFUL FOOLS STREET MINISTRY,
BRING ALL YOUR PROJECTS TO THE FAITHFUL FOOLS COPY SHOP

FAI

OLS

UL FO
F
H
T

jCOPY SHOPk
Certainly.

WE HAVE A NEW DIGITAL DIRECT NETWORK WITH HIGH-END COLOR OUTPUT

j MON-FRI 9:00AM - 5:30PM • 230 HYDE ST k
j 673.4567 • COPYSHOP@FAITHFULFOOLS.ORG k

SF Environment makes it easy to recycle old mercury-containing fever
thermometers. Which means less toxic mercury in our food and water. It’s all part
of our effort to make the city we call home a healthier place to live. And that
should make everyone feel better.
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Department of the Environment/
Eco Center
11 Grove Street
HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Sanitary Fill Company/Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Facility
Take the 3-Com Park exit off Southbound
Highway 101 and follow the signs to the facility
HOURS: Thurs, Fri, Sat 8am-4pm
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UCSF’s Millberry Union Bookstore
500 Parnassus Avenue
HOURS: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm & Sat 10am-5pm
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Take your mercury-containing fever thermometers to one of the following sites and receive
a FREE digital thermometer in exchange:

N

I

C

IT H

S .F .

N
C H O IR SU

DA

Y

1106 Market St. at Jones • (415) 626-6432 • www.cafedobrasil.com
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