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signs up
for Twitter
tax break

$200,000 in debt,
group slashes staff,
cuts performances
By M a rjor i e Beggs
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NTERSECTION FOR THE ARTS turns
50 next year, a venerable age for any
nonprofit, especially one that has incubated thousands of artists in all disciplines,
helping them to get their art in front of
audiences.
But before it hits that milestone, Intersection has run out of money to fund its
most visible operations — resident artists’
theater and music performances, visual
arts exhibitions, and youth and community education programs.
Board Chair Yancy Widmer and
then-Interim Executive Director Arthur
Combs on May 22 blasted an email to Intersection’s 16,000 followers: “Our financial situation is deeply challenged, and
it has become apparent that the current
business model is no longer sustainable.”
Intersection had nine staff, but June
1 it furloughed three key program directors and a communications assistant and
stopped producing its own works, except
for a handful that were already in the pipeline. The city’s oldest alternative arts space
— where James Broughton and Allen Ginsberg read poetry, Spalding Gray did monologues and Robin Williams honed his comedy shticks — is facing an uncertain future.
So far, the only good news is that the
124 incubator arts projects are unlikely
to be affected. Intersection
serves as their fiscal sponsor, a tax-exempt nonprofit
“This may be that manages non-exempt
finances and
just another organizations’
gives their donors tax-deductibility for any contripath in our
butions. It’s a way to launch
trajectory.” new arts projects, sustain
temporary ones and help
Deborah Cullinan more established ones get
RMER EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
firmer organizational footing.
The projects do their
own fundraising. Intersection, a fiscal sponsor since 1977, charges them 8% of the
grants, donations and contributions they
receive as an administrative fee. Galeria de
la Raza, Litquake and San Francisco Blues
Festival are among the groups Intersection
has sponsored.
“Intersection is fragile right now, but
all our fiscal sponsor projects are safe,”
Widmer told 150 supporters, project
staff, board members and funders who
convened July 15 to have “A Community
Conversation” about Intersection’s future.
“The money we manage for the projects
was never in danger.”
Randy Rollison, Intersection interim
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It’s been over three years since the Twitter tax break triggered a tech run on the central
city. Now, all of Market Street’s midsection falls under tech’s shadow. But not the Tenderloin.
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In central
city, only the scary
HERE’S A NEWCOMER
at the
tax-break trough.TL
Fitness
SF, a
is resisting
gentrification
Twenty-five years later, traffic was
g
L
22,000-square-foot B jgym n on the
blocked and the street dug up to build BART.
HE HEALTH Twitter
AND VITALITY of the
Market Street’s midsection — the sevground floor of the building behind
city for 175 years has been measured en-block stretch from Fifth Street to Van
by the site
pulse of Zoosk
Market Street — the Ness Avenue — saw a four-decade decline,
headquarters, joined the dating
3-mile-long municipal artery stretching marked by empty buildings and closed
from the
to Twin Peaks. Early storefronts, from the ’70s till now.
and the music pirate Spotify
inEmbarcadero
December
settlers called it the Path of Gold when SierThat same stretch — dubbed Central
ra miners with
flakes of ore dropping from Market in a bland mix of bureaucratic and
in getting community benefit
agreements
their bulging pockets trundled the street’s real estate parlance — has become the meaplank walkways.
sure of San Francisco’s renewed vigor, glowendorsed by the neighborhood’s
only
It survived the 1906 quake and fire and ing from the self-proclaimed civic wisdom
supported the great Citrebuilding, site of tax breaks and economic strategies, enervoice in the process, the proudly
short-staffed
E2
of Phelan, Flood and Palace edifices.
gized by aPAG
concentration
of newly located
l920s and ’30s brought playhouses tech companies and their expanding workizens Advisory CommitteeandofThe
volunteers.
grand movie palaces to the thorough- forces.
Some saw the flashing lights of the
Market Street, in this early 21st century
The CBAs have been afare.
disappointment
marquees and called it the Broadway of the decade that is dominated by tech, has takWest.
en on a new identity with a fresh-scrubbed,
to those who expected Twitter,
When JackMicrosoft,
Kerouac stumbled from the suburban personality that is rubbing off on
Greyhound station on Seventh in the late the central city. This is a snapshot of that
Resident artist Aaron Davidman's solo
Zendesk
other companies
to cafeterias,
fully pinball change three-plus years into the Twitter tax
’40s he wrote of all-night
production, “Wrestling
Jerusalem,” and
premiered at Intersection in March.
and a vivid street scene throbbing break that triggered it.
deliver on expectations ofarcades
withbenefits
sailors, hucksters,accrujunkies and whores.
ing from the 2011 legislation — that each
would return a third of the value of its tax
break to the community under these agreements. But Twitter, Yammer and Zendesk’s
CBAs are no longer up for annual review,
as they locked in multiyear pacts in 2014.
Some of the companies have not experienced the growth that they had hoped
for either. Twitter community
liaison Carolyn
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Barlerin,
for
“We’ll offer
one, noted that
discounts to any- the company
let many workbody who needs ers go this fall,
did its downit, but we don’t as
stairs neighbor
Yammer once
advertise it.”
Microsoft took
it over.And One
Donald Emmerich
COMMUNITY LIAISON,
Kings
Lane,
FITNESS SF
which
had
largely boycotted community reviews of its benefits activity, will no
longer take the tax break or provide CBA
benefits, its liaison told the Advisory Committee at the CAC’s December meeting.
The CAC, too, is not what it once was.
At least six of its 11 members must be present for a quorum.There was no quorum in
November, and hence no community advocacy occurred.
The panel has three vacant seats. The
one reserved for a person with commercial real estate and lending experience in
the neighborhood has been unfilled for
two full years.The seat for low-income Tenderloin families has been unfilled since Eva
Perring’s four-year term expired in August.
The same is true for Steven Suzuki’s seat,
intended for a job developer.
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But at Fitness SF, things are looking
up. Don Emmerich, its representative, described it as a family-owned business with
six locations in the Bay Area. It used to be
the Gold’s Gym franchise operation, he
said.
“Business is very good,” he told The Extra.“We’re still growing and expect 2016 to
be better.” They’ve hired new trainers, he
told the CAC, and payroll for the 46 people working at 1 10th St. tops $1 million,
which triggers the requirement for creating a community benefit agreement so
that the firm gets the tax break. The gym
opened in late 2014 and has been working
with the community even without a for-
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Thanh Nguyen, who prefers to be called John, and wife, Van, kneel in prayer at St. Boniface

Catholic Church, where they attend Mass and work for Franciscan Charity.

The second wave
Those in wake
of boat people
trapped in hood

B y To m C a r t e r , P h o t o s P au l D u n n

J

OHN NGUYEN has just returned from
his massive mailing project in San Jose
and slips into a seat at Mangosteen
restaurant on Larkin Street, which has a
granite pillar outside that holds a marble,
mythical lion welcoming all to Little Saigon.
It’s not a spot he’d normally pick for a late
lunch. He likes things a little higher end, places that speak more to his aspirations, like the
Bistro Cafe in the Westfield mall overlooking
Market Street or the Samovar Tea Lounge in
Yerba Buena Gardens with global cuisine and
tea pairings and a grand view of the glittering
cityscape.    
“I don’t want to be reminded of what
my parents went through,” he says, ordering
banana blossom salad and a large vegetable
dish. “But they loved this area and kept coming back to eat at the restaurant where they
worked. I don’t know why.”
They were dishwashers at Them Ky, a
restaurant around the corner on Ellis Street. It
was hard work, long hours, little pay.
John and his parents arrived from Vietnam
in 1992. It was a struggle to find work, nearly
impossible to learn the language and a daunting daily ordeal to face Tenderloin street life.
John was 15. They lived at Leavenworth and
Ellis, near the restaurant. Now, they and John’s
wife, Van, live at TNDC’s Curran House on Taylor Street, marking 23 years in the hood.
“I remember my grandfather standing in

line at Glide for free food, and it was pretty
good. He was happy. But I remember him as a
powerful man — we always thought he could
move the Earth.”
In Saigon, the grandfather had his own
business, selling refrigerators and refrigeration
systems. But the city fell in 1975, and the Communists jailed him for three years as “a capitalist pig,” for “being a businessman,” John says.
Warring in Vietnam continued after the
U.S. left. There were shortages of everything
and long lines for the government-controlled
rations, the only food available. The battered
populace fled by sea by the thousands in flimsy, leaky boats, many drowning. John’s grandfather was one of the “boat people” survivors
who made it to San Francisco in 1980. But he
couldn’t tame the language, was getting old
and didn’t find the success he’d had in Vietnam.
“It’s sad,” John says.“He died a broken man.”
Even so, his grandfather put in the paperwork to get the family to San Francisco and
succeeded. It took 10 years.
Not that much has changed in the Tenderloin over his 23 years here, John says. “A
lot more building,” he says with a shrug, but
“it doesn’t seem to be affecting those (street)
people.The world is moving on without them.
I see them every day, and I did as a teenager —
the same blank looks back at me.” The soup
kitchen lines too, just as long, if not longer.
“So many,” John says. “There should be
a place for them. Why are they suffering like
this? This is one of the richest nations, and people are lying in the street — and they speak
perfect English and have the ability to work
— and they don’t have a house. I don’t see it as
much wherever I travel.”
Moreover, he thinks the TL’s Vietnamese
population, an estimated 3,500, is dwindling.
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